
 

Navigating CCCC: 

A Guide For Undergraduate Poster Presenters  

 

 
 

Note from Compilers:  

Congratulations! You have been accepted to present at the Conference on College Composition 
and Communication, the professional voice of composition and rhetoric studies. You should be 
proud of the work that has brought you to this event. Sometimes, presenting at and attending a 
large conference can be a daunting experience, and preparing for these events, you may have 
many questions. Thinking back to our own first experiences at CCCC, we created this guide to 
give you “insider” tips and information we wish we had known. The guide is organized by 
questions you may have about CCCC, recognizing the diverse purposes and goals you may have 
for this conference. In addition to this guide, we strongly encourage you to discuss the CCCC 
experience with your own faculty mentors. We hope these tips are useful and look forward to 
meeting you soon.  

-Megan Schoettler, 2014 Poster Presenter (Miami University of Ohio) 

-David Halliwell, 2016 Poster Presenter (Miami University of Ohio) 

Special thanks to Ruth Osorio (University of Maryland) who gave us permission to adapt sections of her 
blog post “From One Grad Student to Another: Getting the Most out of CCCC 2017” 

 

http://www.4csogs.org/from-one-grad-student-to-another-getting-the-most-out-of-cccc-2017/
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What will I be doing during the UR poster session? What will it look like? 
Before CCCC: Your poster should be printed on paper that can be rolled up and put into a tube 
for traveling. Such tubes can usually be bought at stores that send packages, such as UPS and 
FedEx. Please do not mount your poster on foam board; you will hang your paper poster on a 
display board - as shown in the pictures below. 

During this session you will share your research with CCCC attendees, including composition 
and rhetoric faculty from four-year and two-year institutions, writing program administrators, 
writing center directors, graduate students, and (when it gets less busy) fellow undergraduate 
presenters. From our experiences, you can expect: 

1) Attendees to ask you directly “what is your research?” to which you can give your 
most awesome research elevator pitch and  

2) Attendees to read your poster and then ask you more specific questions about your 
work 

Remember it is perfectly fine for your research to be in-progress—in fact, this poster 
presentation can be a great opportunity to ask for suggestions from your poster-viewers. For 
this reason, it can be useful to have a writing device close by for notes and contact information. 
Also, members of the UR Poster Session Planning team will be circulating and can help you with 
anything you need. Here are some photos from last year’s UR Poster Session from the CCCC 
Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session FB page:  

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.apa.org/science/about/psa/2014/06/elevator-pitch.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/4CURPosterSession/
https://www.facebook.com/4CURPosterSession/


What can I do to prepare for an effective and generative presentation? 
 Take advantage of the feedback opportunities Jessie Moore has set up through Eli 

Review (see her emails for details).  
 Use the official poster session website for tips and resources for constructing your poster.  
 Make time for feedback from faculty and friends at your own institution.  
 Consider practicing a research elevator pitch to succinctly describe your project. 
 If your research is in-progress, decide if there are any specific questions you want to ask 

conference attendees for feedback.  
 Pack a water bottle and writing device (notepad, tablet) for the poster session.  

What should I go over with my faculty mentor before CCCC? 
Here is a check-list of possible topics:  

 Funding (If your college or UR Office is contributing funds, what will they cover? 
How should you keep track of spending information?) 

 Hotels/Lodging  
 Plans to get from the airport to the hotel (and back) 
 Plans to get from the hotel to the convention center and other planned locations 

(and back) 
 Making sure you are officially registered for the convention  
 Their experiences and suggestions for navigating CCCC 
 Any special CCCC events they encourage you to attend  
 How can you get feedback from your mentor and others locally on your 

presentation? 
 How and when will you print your poster? Who is paying for it? 

What is CCCC? 
CCCC is the annual national convention of College Composition and Communication, a 
professional organization. 

From the CCCC website:  

CCCC supports and promotes the teaching and study of college composition and 
communication by 1) sponsoring meetings and publishing scholarly materials for the exchange 
of knowledge about composition, composition pedagogy, and rhetoric; 2) supporting a wide 
range of research on composition, communication, and rhetoric; 3) working to enhance the 
conditions for learning and teaching college composition and to promote professional 
development; and 4) acting as an advocate for language and literacy education nationally and 
internationally.  

http://www.writingfaculty.net/undergraduateresearch/composing-your-poster/
http://www.apa.org/science/about/psa/2014/06/elevator-pitch.aspx
http://www.ncte.org/cccc/newcomers


CCCC sponsors a convention every spring where more than 3,000 higher education faculty from 
across the nation come to converse, share, network, and learn about issues that influence the 
scholarship and teaching of composition. 

The program sessions cover such topics as the composing process; grading and assessment; 
issues of gender, race, and class; the use of contingent, adjunct, and part-time faculty; the 
tenure debate; intellectual property; and the way technologies are reshaping the teaching of 
rhetoric and composition - in other words, all aspects of the profession. 

How do I find out what is happening during CCCC?  
The convention website is a fantastic resource to learn all things CCCC. The site currently 
features a PDF of the entire convention schedule. The schedule include all plenary talks, 
workshops, presentations, meetings, awards ceremonies, special interest groups, and more 
events that will be happening. There is also a very useful mobile app that you can use to sync 
favorites sessions to your phone’s calendar. (Tip: If you do this before you arrive at the 
convention site, check that time differences didn’t make your calendar wonky.) 

Near the CCCC registration there will also be many tables such as the Welcome Table and the 
table for the International Writing Center Association. The volunteers running these tables can 
tell you about their organizations, tips for navigating CCCC, and about special events during the 
convention.  

The CCCC Newcomers Coffee Hour is a great way to meet people and learn about “must see” 
sessions.  

Finding Sessions to Attend  

It can be useful and time-saving to plan out a flexible conference schedule before you arrive. As 
you start filling in your day with your presentation times and sessions that interest you, make 
sure to leave times for meals and rest.  

To find convention sessions and presentations, you can use searchable terms in the schedule 
(CTRL+F for PDF) to find sessions appealing to you. For example, if you are a writing center tutor 
and researcher who wants to learn more about writing center practices, you could use the 
search terms “writing center,” “tutors,” and “consultants” to find relevant sessions. As another 
example, if you are a Professional Writing major who wants to learn more about current 
research in technical communication for your future job, you might use the keywords “social 
media” and “technical communication.”  

http://www.ncte.org/cccc/conv


How can I find out about accessibility at CCCC? 
From “From One Grad Student to Another: Getting the Most out of CCCC 2017” by Ruth Osorio: 

Keep an eye out for the CCCC Accessibility Guide, a resource compiled by the Local 
Accessibility Committee that outlines all the accessibility info for the conference: it includes 
notes on the conference space, lodging, public transportation, wheelchair rental, sign language 
interpretation and CART (real-time captioning), and more. In the Accessibility Guide, you’ll find 
out where the Quiet Room is—a great space to rest if you need a break—as well as the 
lactation room and Family room…You can also check out the Access Table at the conference 
for interaction badges, handouts on accessible presentations, and other resources! 

How can I practice self-care at CCCC? 
From “From One Grad Student to Another: Getting the Most out of CCCC 2017” by Ruth Osorio: 

My first and most important tip is this: prioritize self-care and schedule in breaks. Traditional 
advice on attending conferences as a graduate student stresses doing ALL THE THINGS: panels, 
parties, meetings, meals, networking, etc. But that advice ignores the fact that conferences can 
be intensely draining—physically, mentally, and emotionally. So often, graduate students feel 
guilty about missing events, but we should never feel guilty about taking care of ourselves…I 
leave lots of time open for naps, meals, exercise, and catching up with friends, and two years 
ago, I had to schedule time for pumping. And of course, be flexible with your schedule: you may 
find that you over committed and need to scale back. That’s fine too! Give yourself permission 
to breathe. 

Additional tips from Megan: 

 Pack a water bottle and snacks. It is SO important to stay hydrated and a granola bar or 
two can be wonderful, especially if you decide to go to back-to-back sessions around 
mealtimes.  

 Less is more. My first few conferences I attended sessions and panels in almost every 
time slot—but was totally overwhelmed. Since then I have strategically picked out 
which sessions will be most meaningful and made them significant experiences I would 
remember and build from. For me this includes taking good notes and if the presenter(s) 
are people I would love to work with, I introduce myself (when I can) after the session.  

  

http://www.4csogs.org/from-one-grad-student-to-another-getting-the-most-out-of-cccc-2017/
https://autisticadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/ColorCommunicationBadges.pdf
http://composingaccess.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Wood-Preparing-a-Presentation-2.28.13.pdf
http://www.4csogs.org/from-one-grad-student-to-another-getting-the-most-out-of-cccc-2017/


What’s a fun way I can learn more about CCCC and this field? 
Consider playing Cs the Day! It’s very fun and informative.  Look out for their table by 
registration.  

From the Cs the day website:  

C’s The Day is an Augmented Reality Game (or ARG for short), based on the “reality” of the 
annual 4C’s Conference. 

Contrary to the prevalent notion that games encourage cynicism or distancing from reality, the 
concept of an ARG is that it uses game mechanics to draw players even deeper into a real 
experience.  This game attempts to do just that by essentially overlaying the “reality” of the 
venerable Conference on College Composition and Communication with a whole meta-
discourse of quests, achievements, ponies, and trading cards. 

“Gamifying” the conference goes far beyond simple quests and prizes: instead, C’s the Day 
draws on the inherently social dimensions of play by encouraging players/conference attendees 
to take up a more active role in creating their experiences.  We hope that the game will provide 
a great way for newcomers to experience the range of events that C’s has to offer, give 
experienced conference-goers a whole new vantage on their time, and encourage both parties 
to interact in ways they might not otherwise. 

How can I enhance my CCCC experience with social media? 
From “From One Grad Student to Another: Getting the Most out of CCCC 2017” by Ruth Osorio: 

This next tip will not apply to everyone, but I always have a blast live-tweeting CCCC using the 
conference hashtag. Tweeting at conferences helps me in three ways: first, when I am 
attending a panel, live-tweeting keeps me engaged. I have to pay attention in order to compose 
a 140-character summary of the main ideas of a talk. And afterward, I appreciate having notes 
from the presentations. Second, tweeting with the hashtag connects me with other conference 
attendees. I tweet questions to presenters, who then respond with an answer. We keep the 
conversation going beyond the panel and beyond the conference. I have made friends on the 
hashtag as well, leading to the joyful experience of running into someone in the hallway and 
saying, “Oh! Aren’t you @AwesomeSauceRhetorician on Twitter?” Third, different groups will 
use the hashtag to promote their events and/or let conference goers know if there’s left-over 
food for everyone to enjoy (I really love free food). 

The Planning Team uses #4cUR to tag social media posts about the poster session and other 
undergraduate research events at CCCC. 

http://cstheday.org/
http://www.4csogs.org/from-one-grad-student-to-another-getting-the-most-out-of-cccc-2017/


How can I join a larger conversation about undergraduate 
research?  

Undergraduate Research Special Interest Group (SIG): The SIG gathers attendees 
interested in news, events, and stories around undergraduate research.  

Facebook Pages and Groups  

 Page: CCCC Undergraduate Researcher Poster Session 

Group: Undergraduate Researchers in Writing and Rhetoric 

From the FB group: This group acts as a space to share insights and questions 
about undergraduate research projects and promote opportunities for 
undergraduate researchers. If you are an undergraduate researcher in writing, 
rhetoric, English studies, or a related field, please use this space to share your 
work and feedback with others. Recent undergraduate researchers and research 
mentors, please also use this space to generate conversation and share news. 

What other organizations and publications support undergraduate research 
in writing and rhetoric? 
This list is not exhaustive—just a sample! 

CCCC Committee on Undergraduate 
Research: http://www.ncte.org/cccc/committees/undergradresearch 

Journal: Young Scholars in Writing: Undergraduate Research in Writing and Rhetoric 
https://www.facebook.com/Young-Scholars-in-Writing-Undergra… 

Council on Undergraduate Research: https://www.facebook.com/Council-on-
Undergraduate-Research 

Naylor Workshop for Undergraduate  
Research in Writing Studies: http://mschoett.wix.com/naylorconference 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/4CURPosterSession/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1055809561128583/
http://www.ncte.org/cccc/committees/undergradresearch
https://www.facebook.com/Young-Scholars-in-Writing-Undergraduate-Research-in-Writing-and-Rhetoric
https://www.facebook.com/Council-on-Undergraduate-Research
https://www.facebook.com/Council-on-Undergraduate-Research
http://mschoett.wix.com/naylorconference
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